August08 Internet Bible Study

THE PROMISED BLESSING

Malachi 3:

Mal 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out  so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.  

Mal 3:11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit, says the LORD Almighty.  

Mal 3:12 “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,”  says the LORD Almighty. 
LUKE 6:

Lk 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 
Prov 3:9 (NKJV)
Pr 3:9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 

Pr 3:10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 
The Holy Scripture is full of rich and wonderful promises for the believer. They are exciting to uncover and humbling to ponder. They reveal the matchless nature of God’s love for us and the benefits he wants us to experience through our relationship with Him. Some promises are simply our birthright as we become daughters and sons of God through faith in Jesus Christ. Others are rewards or blessings that flow from our actions, our obedience, our stewardship, our giving. 

It is undeniable that abundant blessings flow specifically from the manner and magnitude of our giving. However, I must point out that not all giving is blessed. If we look back at our prior discussions it becomes apparent that there are acceptable and unacceptable offerings. God responds to those offerings he deems acceptable with great blessing. Such blessing awaits the Godly Giver. There is an offertory song that says “ You can’t beat God giving, no matter how you try. The more you give, the more He gives to you. Just keep on giving because it’s really true. You can’t beat God giving, no matter how you try”. That is the essence of the reference scriptures. No matter which one you read, the 

message is the same, as you give the acceptable offering to God, He gives back in multiples. He will open the floodgates and pour out blessings that you will not have room enough to receive or it shall be given unto you, good measure, press down, and shaken together and running over or your barns will be full and your vats running over. 

Make no mistake, the word of God is true. If God has spoken it, he shall do it. If he has purposed it, it will surely come to pass (Isaiah 46:11). I believe that the children of God should live with an unwavering expectation of the promises of God and that our expectation should apply to the here and now, not just to someday in heaven. As David said: “I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lord In the land of the living” Psalm 27:13 (NKJ). 

Godly Giving does not create a lack in our provision. God simply wants to broaden our perspective to help us realize that He is our provision, our source and in him there is no lack. This is the God that inspired David to declare the Lord is my Shepard. I shall not want…. My cup runneth over (Psalm 23) This is the God that sustained the flour and oil of the widow of Zarephath so that after feeding Elijah her supply kept replenishing itself (1King 17). This is the God that fed Israel for 40 years in the wildness with manna from heaven and did not allow their clothes or shoes to wear out during their journey.  This is the God that multiplied a boy’s lunch of 2 fish and 5 loaves of bread and fed 5000 men in addition to women and children (Matt 14)  This is the God that told Abraham that “I am thy exceedingly great reward” (Gen. 15:1). Whether God chooses to make our cup run over or simply makes certain that our cup never runs out, it really does not matter because He is our provision. Jesus knew that people have trouble drawing the subtle distinction and so in John 6, while debating with followers regarding the manna God gave Israel in the wilderness Jesus declares unto them “I am the bread that came down from heaven”. In my mind I can hear Him saying: don’t focus on the manna, focus on me.

I have chosen to place this topic at the end of our discussion rather than the beginning. As exciting as these principles are, there is a subtle risk of over-emphasizing the gift rather than the giver. There is a danger that we’ll focus on the “blessing” while neglecting the “blesser”. Seeking to obtain the promises should not become the primary motivation for our behavior.  I believe that it honors the Father much more when we seek His face rather than just His hand. My desire is for you to honor God with your giving and then to see His blessings not as the goal but as a natural consequence of Godly Giving. He must be the object of our attention and affection not the things we can obtain from him.
Your Summary Reflections 


What additional scriptures come to mind?


What is God Revealing To You About This Topic?

Additional Questions for Consideration


Which scriptural promises regarding giving excite you the most?

When you think about these promises, do you have a greater focus on the “blessing” or the “blesser”?

Do you view the promises as the reason for your giving or its natural consequence?

Would you still have any motivation to give if the specific promises relating to giving did not appear in scripture?

How would it affect your relationship if you believed that someone only gave gifts to you in order to receive greater gifts from you in return?

Practical Implementation (How Can You Apply God’s Revelation?)

