September 2008 Internet Bible Study

A LESSON FOR CHURCH LEADERS

John 6:
Jn 6:1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias),  

Jn 6:2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick.  

Jn 6:3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples.  

Jn 6:4 The Jewish Passover Feast  was near. 

Jn 6:5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”  

Jn 6:6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 

Jn 6:7 Philip answered him, “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 

Jn 6:8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up,  

Jn 6:9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 
Jn 6:10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them.  

Jn 6:11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

Jn 6:12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 
Thus far, we have examined scriptures regarding offertory giving by individual believers and how that giving reflects on and impacts their relationship with the Lord. However, scriptural guidance regarding giving is not limited to instructions for individual believers. It also extends to the corporate body, His church. I have come to realize that the church is not simply a receiver of significant resources but it is also a giver of resources as well. For many churches, the requests for resources constantly challenge the limits of the available supply. As Budget Chairperson for my local church, I am aware of the challenge to faith experienced by local church leaders as they seek to fund ministry initiatives from the limited resources of their “storehouse”. Yet, I believe that God’s instructions are just as applicable to the corporate church as they are to the individual members. God has a word for His church and its leaders, not just for the individual members. So, let us close this book with guidance for local church leaders that reflects the old adage” what’s good for the goose is good for the gander”. 

If the individual is called to give in faith in spite of their apparent lack, then what about the church? Is there some scriptural justification for only requiring faith to be exhibited by individual members but not the church itself? Is it somehow O.K. for the widows in scripture to sow their last into ministry but for the church to be afraid to do so? No, the church is called to exemplify God-led, faith-based giving as well. 

In 2 Corinthians, Paul begins the eighth chapter by informing the Corinthian church of the generosity of the churches of Macedonia. In the midst of great trial and deep poverty, the Macedonians “abounded in the riches of their liberality”. Paul commends their 

willingness to give not simply according to their ability but beyond it. The Macedonians had pleaded for the privilege to give. Indeed, Paul comments that they had given beyond his expectations and commends them for having given themselves first to the Lord and then to the service of others according to the will of God. Take note that Godly 

giving is made possible when we give ourselves first to the Lord and then to the service of giving. Finally, Paul challenges the Corinthians to do likewise. In verse 7 he says “But since you excel in everything-in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you-see that you also excel in this grace of giving”.

Consistency between the principles applicable to the individual and the collective body is appropriate. I would find it difficult to reconcile a church financial philosophy that viewed as good financial stewardship (at the church level) actions that would be characterized as a lack of faith and disobedience at the individual level. Thanks to our Lord, for illustrating the synthesis of individual and corporate God-led, faith-based giving so that we have a clear path to follow. The illustration occurs in our reference scripture where Jesus feeds 5000 men plus women and children. In this passage, I believe Jesus gives a lesson for church leaders. Here are some principles that I draw from reviewing the reference and related scriptures:

· The Person and Ministry of Jesus Attracts Those In Need

John 6:
Jn 6:1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias),  

Jn 6:2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick  
· Jesus Has Compassion On The Need

Matthew 14:
Mt 14:13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns.  

Mt 14:14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
· Jesus May Call Upon Us To Meet The Needs Of Those He Draws

Matthew 14:
Mt 14:15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 

Mt 14:16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
· Meeting The Need May Challenge Our Faith

John 6:
Jn 6:5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”  

Jn 6:6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 

Jn 6:7 Philip answered him, “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 

Jn 6:8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up,  

Jn 6:9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 
· Jesus Is Our Provision (Not The Resources We See)

John 6:
Jn 6:6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 

Matthew 14:
Mt 14:17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 

Mt 14:18 “Bring them here to me,” he said

· Jesus Desires To Meet The Need Through The Church

John 6:11(NKJV) 

11And Jesus took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed them to the disciples, and the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted. 
Malachi 3:
Mal 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse,  that there may be food in my house
· Jesus Commands Good Stewardship Of The Provision

John 6:
Jn 6:12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 
This miracle is made possible by the willingness of a young lad to give his lunch as an offering. Jesus instructs that the offering should be brought first to Him. It is in His hands that the provision is multiplied. I find it symbolically significant that Jesus 

chose to distribute the provision to the disciples and it was the disciples that distributed it to the people. I believe this symbolizes the role that Jesus has for his church in ministering to the needs of humanity. He wants the church to play a central role in ministering to temporal needs but answering this call will challenge our faith. If the disciples had followed logical thinking they would have sent the multitude away, but they chose to follow the directions of the Lord rather than their own inclinations. A miracle ensued of a magnitude they had not witnessed before. 

Successfully exercising this role demands that ministry efforts are pursued in response to a word from the Lord rather than presumptuously. This is critical. Too often we pursue our plans hoping that God will bless them rather than pursuing what God has planned. Where God plans He also provides! When we have a word from the Lord, the scarcity of apparent resources should not deter the church from answering God’s call to minister to people’s needs. Indeed, our response to the apparent lack of provision presents a test of the faith of church leaders and their readiness to serve. Jesus’ question to Philip was a test, not a request for information Jesus did not already have. The scripture states that Jesus already knew what He was going to do.

What may not be apparent to some is that Jesus ministered to the whole man not just the spiritual man. It was the attraction of His temporal ministry that drew many to follow Jesus and made them available for Him to impart spiritual truth and life. This was Jesus’ pattern of ministry. It is a pattern that remains impactful today. Meeting temporal needs creates foundations upon which human relationships can be built. Our human relationships provide fertile ground for the planting of spiritual seeds that can blossom into fruitful spiritual relationships with the Lord.  

While, secular organizations can distribute resources to those in need, there are natural limitations to the impact of those resources. However, God has ordained a special role for the church in ministering to the temporal needs of humankind. He knows our hunger for temporal resources. He also knows that the resources themselves are not the provision we really need. They are simply a tool in His plan. God intends that the resources produced by the corporate giving of believers be distributed in a way that ministers to the needs of people, while also drawing them to Him. Jesus desires to give people more than what they want, He desires to give them what they need. When the resources that people desire are distributed through Him, Jesus not only blesses the temporal resource but also offers Himself in relationship to those God is drawing. While people are seeking loaves of bread, Jesus desires that they discover that he is “the bread of life” (John 6:25-59) and turn their seeking to Him.
Therefore, the church’s response to Jesus’ call that we minister to the needs of people should not be limited by the apparent resources available based on what 

members give to us. Our response should only be limited by God’s sovereignty in choosing whom He will call and through whom He chooses to distribute His provision. Leaders must demonstrate our understanding that Jesus is our provision not the resources. In His hands mathematical laws lose their certainty and insufficiency can be transformed to abundance.  It is not the leaders’ responsibility to confine God to the limits of rational expectations. Instead, it is our responsibility to deliver the collected resources to Christ, seek and respond in faith to His direction for its distribution and exhibit sound stewardship in the process.  When we do so, we model before the congregation the principles that we preach and teach them to practice as individuals and God will bless the process and participants above all we could ask or think. As we witness this, both leaders and members grow in our relationships (both human and spiritual) and God births new relationships among the lives of those we touch.
Your Summary Reflections 


What additional scriptures come to mind?


What is God Revealing To You About This Topic?

Additional Questions for Consideration

How can you help your local church to see the opportunities to give into the lives of the people that God has given to you?

How can you help your local church demonstrate greater faith in responding to the temporal needs of those God has called you to minister unto?

How can you help your local church operate with an expectation that where God leads, He also provides?

How can you help your local church view God as your ultimate provision rather simply a provider of resources?

How can you help your local church be better stewards of the ministry resources God’s blesses you with?

Practical Implementation (How Can You Apply God’s Revelation?)

